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GENEROSITY © PRAY e QUESTION: DESCRIBE A PERFECT KING © THE CYCLE OF JUDGES AND THE GRACE OF GOD
HEROES WE HAVE SEEN © GIDEON SOMETHING DARK * WITH GOD, YOU ARE A HERO! WITHOUT HIM, A DANGER!

THE KING WE DESERVE — JUDGES 9

Background Information on Shechem
GENESIS 12:6-7
God made his covenant with Abraham there (Genesis 12:6-7).
Jacob bought land there from Shechem’s dad Hamor.
Shechem raped Dinah, Jacob's sons killed all the men.
Shechem regained holy significance from Joshua.
JOSHUA 21:21,24:25,32 » SHECHEM'S HISTORY WAS HOLY AND TRAGIC.

Despite a bloody history, Shechem was supposed to be

acity of P EACE andasymboloftheCOVENAN T.

SO WHY ARE THEY ABOUT TO CROWN A KING FOR THEMSELVES?

The Rise of Abimelek (9:1-6)
MASS MURDER  BAAL-BERITH o GREAT TREE AT THE PILLAR * ABIMELEK'S NAME!?
[ MY FATHER | MY GOD | IS [ MOLECH | KING | ** THE NAME FOR PHILISTINE KINGS

CrowningAbimeIekwasaR EJECTION ofGOD.

Jotham'’s Curse (9:7-20)
7  GERIZIM ! © DEUTERONOMY 11:29 o 8-20

From Gerizim: May youG ET what you DESERVE.
21 » WHEN TIMES ARE TOUGH, DON'T USE BEER AS AN ESCAPE.

God'’s Judgment (9:22-57)
2224 ¢ 25 » 26.29 » 30-31, 34-35, 37-41 o 45, 46, 49 * 50-55 * 56.57 * GOD DID IT

God made JothamsCURS E comeTRUE.
WHAT WAS THE CURSE? YOU GET WHAT YOU DESERVE.

Analysis
DETOUR FROM THE PLOT LINE OF THE BOOK, NOTHING GOOD FOR ISRAEL « THE AUTHOR INCLUDES IT ANYWAY
THEY CHOOSE A LEADER » SUPPORT HIM IN HIS WICKEDNESS © GOD TURNS IT BACK ON THEM o WHY? © 9:2

TheychoseaSELFISH GODLESS leaderbecause he
promisedtobe ON THEIR SIDE ...
...s0GodDESTROYED THEMALL.

GOD USED THAT LEADER TO DESTROY THEM ALL
TAKE IT HOME

AFTER: AM | SUPPORTING THIS LEADER BECAUSE THEY REPRESENT GOD OR BECAUSE THEY REPRESENT ME?

IF WE STRAY FROM GOD, THE LEADER WE GET IS THE LEADER WE DESERVE.
THEY ASKED FOR HIM! o IF EVER IN A SITUATION TO CHOOSE LEADER, CHECK MOTIVES
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